Endogenous nitrate synthesis in selected infectious diseases and ulcerative colitis.
Investigations into acute and chronic diarrheal patients confirmed the results of animal experiments on the role of cytotoxic activated macrophages in endogenous formation of nitrates. Because a number of inflammatory diseases did not cause a nitrate release in urine, blood, and saliva, the general importance of nitrates to characterize the initiation and course of inflammations must be questioned.